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a dominant caste of foreign rulers, are represented by
fleets in the European seas, invited to international
conferences, and welcomed as allies in the quarrels
of the civilised world. The citizens of these countries
will then be taken up into the social relations of the
white races, will throng the English turf, or the
salons of Paris, and will be admitted to intermarriage.
It is idle to say that if all this should come to pass
our pride of place will not be humiliated. We were
struggling among ourselves for supremacy in a world
which we thought of as destined to belong to the
Aryan races and to the Christian faith ; to the letters
and arts and charm of social manners which we have
inherited from the best times of the past. We shall
wake to find ourselves elbowed and hustled, and
perhaps even thrust aside by peoples whom we looked
down upon as servile, and thought of as bound
always to minister to our needs. The solitary con-
solation will be, that the changes have been inevi-
table. It has been our work to organise and create,
to carry peace and law and order over the world,
that others may enter in and enjoy. Yet in some
of us the feeling of caste is so strong that we are not
sorry to think we shall have passed away before that
day arrives.